
 

Comment [OA1]: This is a really 
interesting opening – it shows not only 
practical work experience, but also the 
ability to make links between areas of the 
subject, and an interest in thinking laterally 
about the subject.  

Comment [OA2]: This statement 
captures the applicant’s interest in the 
subject, enforcing building on what has 
already been said. 

Comment [OA3]: Mentioning further 
critical reading is essential when you are 
applying for an academic degree.  Building 
on what you have read with you own 
personal experience – and applying what 
you have learnt in a practical way – is an 
excellent way to show how you’ve 
developed your understanding.  

Comment [OA4]: This is quite an 
original reference point – one that an 
interviewer might be interested in 
discussing.  When using examples like this, 
it is worth doing thorough research so that 
you have  

Comment [OA5]: This is good  

Comment [OA6]: This is really good 
experience – and contributes to the 
breadth and diversity of interest that the 
personal statement conveys.  What would 
have made this even stronger is to have 
developed this further evidence of reading 
or extra-curricular work.  

Comment [OA7]: Not all your work 
experience has to be directly related to the 
subject that you want to study: looking at a 
biological and environmental question like 
this from a political and economic 
perspective is very interesting and hugely 
relevant. 

Comment [OA8]: Following up some 
interesting work experience or reading 
with a research project is a really good way 
of consolidating your knowledge.     

Comment [OA9]: This personal 
statement has conveyed a real enthusiasm 
for the subject and has highlighted many 
diverse interests and specialisms.  When 
finishing, try to look back on your personal 
statement and the themes you have 
developed and see whether you can link it 
back to anything.  This will give it a very 
satisfying conclusion and a nice shape.   


